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MINUTES – 
DARLINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES – April 17, 2018
5:30 p.m.
Darlington County EMS/Annex

Present:		Chad White, Dist. 4 (Chair) 		William Hudson, Dist. 3	
		Mike Sprott, Dist. 1 (Vice Chair) 	Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8
Kevin N. Brown, Dist. 2			Wes Woodard, Dist 5

Staff: 		Terri Cribb, Director 			Wayne Yarborough, Planner II
Paula Newton, Planner III		

Absent:		Ralph Segars, Dist. 7			Julie Ritz, Planner I
Travis M. Bishop, Dist. 6	

Guests:		Parker Howle, Attorney-at-Law

	In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.

I.  CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Chad White called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Tuesday, at 5:30 p.m.

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

III.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

IV. PERSONAL APPEARANCES - None
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 20, 2018 

Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the minutes with changes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on February 20, 2018. Motion carried unanimously.

VI.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to APPROVE the Agenda as presented of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on April 17, 2017. Motion carried unanimously.

VII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL – None

VIII. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS – None 

IX. FFINAL APPROVALS –  None

X. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS – None






XI. VARIANCE REQUESTS 

· Split of Lot 29 Pineville Subdivision – Parker Howle, Attorney-at-Law

Chairman White called for this agenda item and recognized Mr. Parker Howle.  
Mr. Howle stated that he was representing client who wished to split Lot 29 in the Pineville Subdivision on the corner of Sweet Bay Rd and Mechanicsville Hwy.  He stated it was currently under contract, and that Ralph Gandy and Regina Anderson have entered into a contract with the owner’s Conservator to purchase this piece of land.  
He stated the seller is the Conservator and is disabled.  He stated that the Realtor had entered into this contract not realizing there was a pre-existing cloud on this piece of property.  He referred to the proposed plat and stated that there is a house on Lot A and two mobile homes on Lot B.  He stated that because the lot was in a pre-existing, approved subdivision it could not be split without the approval of the Planning Commission.  He stated he was there on behalf of the seller.  
He stated that he presented the plat to Staff for review.  In the review, Staff denied the proposed plat based on DSO 6.7, as this is a pre-existing subdivision, and gave Variance procedure request information.  After checking with his client, Mr. Howle sent the request for an appearance before this Commission to request a Variance.  
Chairman White asked Mr. Howle if the sellers just wanted to convey Lot B.  Mr. Howle confirmed.  Mr. Howle stated that Sweet Bay Dr is a public road.  
Commissioner Sprott asked how many lots were in the subdivision.  Mr. Howle responded that he did not know.  Mr. Howle stated he was surprised that this would be considered a subdivision.   
Chairman White asked if Lot B was already deeded to someone else.  Mr. Howle stated that at present both requested pieces are actually joined into one whole lot.  He stated that the Realtor had entered into a contract to sell Lot B, thinking that the property was already two lots.  He stated that the Realtor stated that the contract they entered into was to sell the two mobile homes and the land that was underneath them.  Mr. Howle stated that in talking with the Seller, they stated they did not want to sell the house with the mobile homes (which was the easy solution).  He then advised his clients to approach the Planning Commission to request a variance.   If the split is approved, they will sell Lot B.  If the split is not approved, he stated that the seller indicated that they would sell it all as one piece.  The Seller would like to keep his house if possible and convey the land underneath the mobile homes.
Commissioner Sprott asked if there were separate septic tanks.  Mr. Howle responded that each mobile home had a separate septic tank, and the house had its own septic tank.  
Chairman White asked if the two mobile homes were preexisting.  Mr. Howle responded yes.
Chairman White asked if there were any access issues, and was Sweet Bay Drive a public road.  He also asked if Sweet Bay was paved and if it was accessible for emergency services.  Mr. Howle stated that there were no access issues, as each lot could access a public road.  Mr. Howle stated again that he was surprised that it was a subdivision, and that normally a piece of land like this is not in a very valuable section of Darlington County.  
Commissioner Sprott stated that there were probably existing driveways to the lots.  Mr. Howle confirmed, and stated that both lots had access on Sweet Bay Dr.  
Chairman White thanked Mr. Howle, and Mr. Howle thanked the Planning Commission.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner William Hudson to GRANT a Variance under DSO 6.7 to allow a split of Lot 29 in Pineville Subdivision.  Motion carried unanimously. 

XII. SSITE DEVELOPMENT – None

XIII. OOLD BUSINESS – None





XIV. NNEW BUSINESS – Outdoor Advertising Ordinance

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Director Cribb directed the Commissioners to the attachments, which were existing ordinances for other counties (Florence and Sumter). She stated that there was interest in putting the digital billboards in Darlington County, but that the current ordinance does not allow it.  She stated that the two sample ordinances were very similar.  She requested direction regarding changing the ordinance to accommodate those requests.  
Chairman White asked if the current ordinance specifically prohibited digital billboards or if it did not address the subject at all.  Director Cribb stated that the current ordinances prohibited digital billboards.
Commissioner Sprott asked if that was the only change that was recommended.  Director Cribb responded yes.  
Chairman White stated that he was a little familiar with Florence’s Outdoor Advertising requirements.  He stated that for example the message had to be at least 6 seconds long, it cannot be anything that shows movement, etc.  
Commissioner Jernigan asked if there was a reason it was prohibited in the Darlington County ordinance from the beginning.  Chairman White responded that it was probably before the technology was widely available.  Director Cribb stated that she did not know but presumed that was the reason.
Chairman White asked if there were any questions or concerns.  The Commissioners did not.
Chairman White directed Staff (with consent of the commissioners) to draft a new section of the ordinance modeled on Florence’s ordinance and bring back before the Commission.  

No motions made.  Information only.

XV. SSTAFF REPORTS – Planning and Zoning Staff/Commissioners training May 17, 2018.

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Director Cribb stated that the training on May 17, 2018 would provide Continuing Education hours required by the State.  The training will be at the Fire Department Headquarters at 137 N Center Rd from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the inside of the Fire Department building.  This training will be 3.5 hours.  She stressed the importance of attendance, as these are required hours and there are not many training dates available.
Commissioner Jernigan asked when the PC meeting was in relation to this training.  Staff responded that it was the same day, that morning.  The Commissioners requested a reminder call.  

No motions made.  Information only.

XVI. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS  - Chesterfield County, Horry County, and Lancaster County Subdivision Ordinance mailed out March 16, 2018.  

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Commissioner Sprott wanted to thank Director Cribb and Paula Newton, Planner III, on their research on this subject.  Chairman White agreed and stated he had scanned through the information and didn’t see anything that would make our Ordinance out of line with those presented.  He asked if any of the Commissioners had heard anything from their constituents. No one had.  Chairman White stated that based on this information that no further action needed to be taken on the subdivision ordinance.  

No motions made.  Information only.









XVII. ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, April 17, 2018 at 5:43 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

ACTION ITEMS:
1)  Staff is to please draft a section of the Outdoor Advertising Ordinance to specifically address digital billboards and bring to the next meeting.
2) No further action on the current subdivision ordinance is necessary.
